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Site 757
Wind Cave National Park

This park is located in the
Black Hills of southwest South Dakota about 10 miles north of
Hot Springs. The park is named for the wind that blows in or
out of the mouth of Wind cave, which is the main attraction.
Established in 1903, the park has an area of about 28,000
acres, mainly rolling, light-colored prairies and wooded hills
used as a game preserve, -
Wind cave, perhaps once the
sacred Cave of the Winds of the Sioux Indians, was officially
discovered by cowboy Tom Bingham in 1881. It was formed by the
action of groundwater dissolving limestone. About 7 miles of
the cave are known, including chambers 30 to 100 ft high. The
cave 1is famous for its intricate boxwork-delicate veins of
calcite deposited in fractures of limestone-and for its
frostwork-tiny white crystals that hang from the ceilings and
on the walls. A trip in the cave covers about 1.25 miles and
takes about an hour and ten minutes. The route is lighted
electrically, and a tour gquide is in charge of each trip.
Tours are not available in the winter.

Other attractions within the
park include prairje-dog towns and large herd of bison. Other
animals include deer, elk, pronghorns, badgers, coyotes and
raccoons.

Activities include camping,
guided tours, hiking, nature walks, picnicking and scenic
drives. The park is operated by the National Park Service.
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